
St. Lawrence Catholic Parish 
(St. Lawrence; St. Thomas; St. Paschal) 

2400 FM 2401, Garden City, TX 79739 
Ph.: (432) 397-2300; Fax: (432) 397-2319 

Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org; Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 

Pastor: Fr. Joseph. P. Thumma 
Deacons: Dcn. Joel Gutierrez, Dcn. Floyd Schwartz 

Business Hours: 
Monday - Friday: 9 am - 12 pm 

Mass Schedule 

Weekend Schedule 
Saturday: 5:00 pm - English 
                6:30 pm - Spanish 

(Both Masses at St. Lawrence) 
Sunday: 8:00 am - English (Midkiff) 

 10:00 am and - English (St. Lawrence) 
12:30 pm - English (Sterling City) 

Weekday Schedule 
Mon, Wed, Fri: 8:00 am (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 7:00 am (St. Lawrence) 
Thursday: 7:00 pm (Es) (St. Lawrence) 

Tues, Thurs: 8:00 am (St. Thomas) 

Holy Days to be announced. 

Eucharistic Adoration 
First Friday: 7:30 am - 3:00 pm 

(St. Lawrence) 
9:00 am - 10 am (St. Thomas) 

Sacramental Life 

Reconciliation 
Saturday - 4:00 to 4:55 pm (St. Lawrence) 

Sunday - 7:30 - 7:55 am (St. Thomas) 
15 minutes before weekday Mass 

or by appointment 

Baptism 
Contact the parish office. 

Marriage 
Contact the Pastor at least six months prior 

to the intended date of marriage.  

Sick and Homebound 
Contact Linda Jones or parish office to 
receive a visit from a Minister of Care. 



Welcome Guests and Visitors...We’re so glad that you’re here and invite you to join us in thanksgiving 
for God’s action in our lives. Our goal is to provide a spiritual home where all are welcome, where the heal-
ing, reconciling, liberating love of God flows through us to all people. In this way, we believe that the Church 
is the sacrament of God’s saving presence in the world. 

Reflecting on God’s Word 

Prayer has always been part of the Christian heritage. The book of Psalms long ago became the prayer book of 
the church, along with some hymns and canticles from other books of the Bible, both Old and New Testa-
ments. Among the most beautiful prayers we have are the Magnificat of Mary, the Benedictus of Zechariah, 
and the Nunc Dimittis of Simeon, all in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 1:46–55; 1:68–79; 2:29–32). 

Most importantly, Jesus prayed. Think about that for a moment. Jesus, the Son of God, the Word made flesh, 
the only begotten Son, prayed. We know that he went off by himself to pray. He did this before some of the 
most important moments in his ministry, like before he chose those who would be with him. But it is safe to 
assume that he did it as a habit. So when one of the disciples asked him to teach them to pray and Jesus re-
sponded with the Our Father, it deserves our attention. This prayer reveals the heart of Jesus, and tells us how 
we should speak to the Father. The prayer has two parts: blessing the Father and calling for his presence in the 
world, then turning to God for our basic needs of food, forgiveness, 

and fidelity. 

The parables that follow call us to persevere and persist in prayer because God is a Father who will give us his 
lifeblood, in this case, the Holy Spirit, to all who ask. Continue to knock, continue to ask. God will respond. 

—James A. Wallace, C.SS.R. 
Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Living Stewardship Now  

Pray Luke’s version of the Our Father, then pray Matthew’s version (Matthew 6:9–13). 
Linger over each phrase as you say them. 

Take one of these phrases with you throughout the day 
and repeat it when you have a chance, like a mantra. 

Let it dwell in your heart. 

Copyright © 2012, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 

Challenging God 

Ancient Judaism held in highest regard those figures in its tradition who 
were willing to challenge God. This was particularly characteristic of the 
two patriarchs most highly esteemed, Abraham and Moses. This boldness 
in addressing God is present in today’s story from Genesis, when Abra-
ham attempts to save the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. This resonates 
with the Gospel passage— the Lord’s Prayer—since it was truly bold of 
Jesus to address the Lord God as “Abba.” Our familiarity with this prayer 
most likely makes us unaware of this. 

The boldness of Abraham, Moses, and Jesus in addressing God is an ex-
pression of a deep, intimate relationship. We tend to argue most heatedly 
with and speak most tenderly to those whom we love the most. This very 
human trait is what generates the wide variety of emotions expressed to-
ward God throughout the psalms. Hopefully our own relationship with 
God is intimate enough that we don’t only come asking for favors or with 
heads bowed meekly, but also ready to question and argue, to praise joy-
fully, and to embrace our relationship with God lovingly. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, July 30 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Jimmy Watkins by James & Kay Donna   
      Machicek 
6:30 pm: + Bobby Maxie by Mitchell & Lynette Jansa 
       (In Spanish)  

Sunday, July 31 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence,                 
St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Arnold Matthiesen by Cody & Stephanie      
      Wilson 
10:00 am: Living & Deceased members of the St. Therese 
     Altar Society 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

Monday, July 25 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: Healing of Jimmy Strube by The Strube Family   

 

Tuesday, July 26 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)                         
7:00 am: + Jerline Frysak by Dennis & Janet Minzenmayer 
8:00 am + Hubert Lange by Carlos & Linda Dusek 

Wednesday, July 27 (St. Lawrence) 
8:00 am: + Ethel Weishuhn by Lawrence & Helen Jost 
7:00 pm: + Delores Smith by Steve & Deb Pelzel             
      (In Spanish) 
Thursday, July 28 (St. Lawrence) (St. Thomas)         
7:00 am: + Nita Lange by Loretta Schaefer 
8:00 am:+ Hubert Frerich by Sheryl Wilson   

 

Friday, July 29  (St. Lawrence)                                                                                                                             
8:00 am: For Rain by Wendell & Linda Jones 

Saturday, July 30 (St. Lawrence)                                               
5:00 pm: + Ryder Gass by Marcus & Amy Halfmann 
6:30 pm:  For the Healing of Roberto Guerrero by The    
     Guerrero Family (In Spanish)  

Sunday, July 31 (St. Thomas, St. Lawrence,                 
St. Paschal)                                
8:00 am: + Jimmy Watkins by Mike & Denice Batla 
10:00 am: + Chico Denis by Rory & Tibby Niehues 
12:30 pm: For all parishioners   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 Apart from the period from Thanksgiving through 
Christmas, the summer is a favored time for family 
reunions. We trace family trees and recall our origins. 
Worship has a family tree as well, and the way we 
celebrate today has been influenced by various styles 
and customs through the centuries. We are Western 
Christians of the Latin Rite. By far, we are the most 
numerous Western Christians, but there are other ritu-
al families as well. The Archdiocese of Milan in Italy 
follows the Ambrosian Rite, Toledo in Spain pre-
serves the Mozarabic Rite and the Arab language, and 
Lyons in France is home to the Gallican Rite. Other 
liturgical families, such as the Celtic in Ireland and 
the Sarum in England, faded away after the Refor-
mation. Until recent times, members of some ancient 
religious orders such as Carmelites and Trappists fol-
lowed a pattern of Mass that varied slightly from the 
plan observed in Latin Rite parishes. 
 Isn’t the Catholic Church the same everywhere? 
Not at all. It never has been! The existence of so many 
liturgical families in the West reminds us that unity, 
not uniformity, is what the Church seeks to achieve 
among her children. We are united in faith, but won-
derfully diverse in rituals, ceremonies, languages, cus-
toms, and spirituality. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE 

 Por siglos, Latinoamérica ha desarrollado una lar-
ga tradición religiosa con mitología espléndida. La 
palabra “religión” del verbo latín religere significa 
“atar” o “enlazar”. Su función es unir seres humanos, 
los unos con los otros, con lazos de caridad y justicia. 
Una vez enlazados en comunidad, la religión los une 
al poder divino que rige el universo. 
 Entre las culturas andinas se encuentran mitos reli-
giosos que muestran la importancia de este enlaza-
miento. Según la mitología Inca el universo esta com-
puesto por tres mundos: el cielo (Janan pacha), la tie-
rra (Cay pacha) y el bajo tierra (Ucu pacha). Estos tres 
mundos están unidos por dos grandes serpientes, Yacú
-mama (ríos) y Sacha-mama (árboles), símbolos de la 
fecundidad. 
 Muchos piensan que los mitos son leyendas cuya 
función es el entretenimiento. En realidad los mitos no 
son fábulas, son historias que explican la verdad pro-
funda del universo. Nos muestran como unirnos y en-
lazarnos para vivir una vida fecunda. En esta época de 
secularización, los cristianos no podemos olvidar ni la 
religión ni la mitología si queremos dar fruto como 
Jesús nos lo pide. 

       —Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Parish Office: 432-397-2300 

Bulletin Email: stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org 
Website: www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com 
Face Book Page: St. Lawrence Catholic Church   
Hall Booking: Brandon Dieringer 432-268-3083 
For Funeral Needs: In the event of a death in the 
family, please contact Fr. Prem @ 432-397-2300. 

POPE’S PRAYER INTENSION FOR JULY 

Elderly 

We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and 
memory of a people; may their experience and wis-
dom help young people to look towards the future 
with hope and responsibility. 

mailto:stlawrence@sanangelodiocese.org
http://www.stlawrencecatholicchurch.com


 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

In Luke 11:1-13, Je-
sus teaches us how to 
pray with faith. The 
"bread" that runs as a 
theme in this scripture 
is the life of holiness. 
The "Bread of Life" is 
Jesus. The gift of the 
Holy Spirit, the Giver 
of Life, is a holy life.  

Notice also that the 
visitor in the parable is 
a friend of God, not a 
stranger, who wants to 
share the bread with 
another friend. This 
represents a baptized 
Christian who wants 
to share the friendship 
of God ("three loaves" 
– the Trinity) with 
others, but he or she is 
inadequate for the 
task.  

When we knock on 
the door to God's heart 
seeking help for our 
inadequacies, the Fa-
ther gives us his fully 
adequate Holy Spirit. 
And that's not all we 

get! Whenever we pray, this Holy Spirit connects us 
to the Father and to Jesus. Therefore, every prayer 
increases our holiness, brings us closer to God and 
empowers us to be more like Jesus. But holiness 
does not come quickly nor easily. We must be per-
sistent in our prayer lives. We must continually rely 
on God’s Spirit in order to resist temptations and 
grow in faith.  

No matter what we ask God to share with us, in-
cluding the material things that we need or desire, 
God wants to use it to nourish our souls. This is 
what we ask for when we pray, "Give us this day 

our daily bread." Be persistent. Receiving God’s 
bread takes time (we're slow learners).  

It's the devil who says we can have everything we 
ask for as fast as we want it. New Age and occult 
practices are fast-food spiritualities that are riddled 
with the dangerously unhealthy fat of false beliefs. 
They lack the growth in holiness that we can only 
receive from the Holy Spirit. Many people turn to 
the occult because they don't have the desire to do 
the hard work of holiness.  

The supernatural adequacies of the Holy Spirit are 
ours for the asking, because we already received the 
Holy Spirit during baptism. However, to live in 
God's supernatural power, we have to pray persis-
tently, identify our sins and repent, and humbly 
open ourselves to the holiness of the Holy Spirit.  

Reflect & Discuss:  

1. How much do you rely on the Holy Spirit's help 
in your daily life? 

2. How often do you humble yourself before the 
Lord in prayer and ask for an increase of holiness? 

3. Describe your prayer life. How does it help you 
become holier in your daily activities? 

4. How has the Holy Spirit purified you? 

Genesis 18:20-32  
Psalm 138:1-3,6-8  

Colossians 2:12-14  
Luke 11:1-13  

Monday July 25  
St. James  

2 Corinthians 4:7-15  
Ps 126:1bc-6  

Matthew 20:20-28  

Tuesday July 26  
Sts. Joachim and Anne  

Jeremiah 14:17-22  
Ps 79:8,9,11,13  

Matthew 13:36-43  

Wednesday July 27  
Jeremiah 15:10,16-21  
Ps 59:2-4,10-11,17,18  

Matthew 13:44-46  

Thursday July 28  
Jeremiah 18:1-6  

Ps 146:1b-6ab  
Matthew 13:47-53  

Friday July 29  
Sts. Martha, Mary, Lazarus  

Jeremiah 26:1-9  
Ps 69:5,8-10,14  

John 11:19-27  
or Luke 10:38-42  

Saturday July 30  
Jeremiah 26:11-16,24  

Ps 69:15-16,30-31,33-34  
Matthew 14:1-12 

 © 2022 by Terry Modica ▪ Catholic Digital Resources: catholicdr.com ▪ Reprinted by license. 



RETAR A DIOS 
El antiguo judaísmo 
admiraba a aquellas 
figuras en su 
tradición que osaban 
retar a Dios. Esto era 
particularmente ca-
racterístico de los dos 
patriarcas más alta-
mente estimados: 
Abraham y Moisés. 
Esta osadía al 
dirigirse a Dios se 

nos presenta hoy en la historia de Génesis, cuando 
Abraham trata de salvar las ciudades de Sodoma y 
Gomorra. Y se refleja en el pasaje evangélico –el Pa-
dre Nuestro– pues fue ciertamente asombroso que 
Jesús osara llamar a Dios “Abba”. Nuestra famil-
iaridad con esta oración posiblemente hace que no lo 
notemos. El valor de Abraham, Moisés y Jesús al 
dirigirse a Dios es una expresión de una relación pro-
fundamente íntima. Tendemos a argumentar más calu-
rosamente y a hablar con más ternura con aquellos a 
quienes más amamos. Esta misma tendencia es la que 
genera la amplia variedad de emociones expresadas 
hacia Dios en los salmos. Confiemos en que nuestra 
relación con Dios sea tan íntima que no solamente 
vengamos a él a pedirle favores o con nuestra frente 
inclinada humildemente, sino también listos a cues-
tionar y argumentar, a alabar gozosos y a abrazar am-
orosos nuestra relación con Dios. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COME CELEBRATE THE FEAST OF                      
ST. LAWRENCE! 

Wednesday ~ August 10th ~ 6:00 PM 
St. Lawrence Parish Hall 

+ 
A light meal will be served, 

followed by talks from the ROME BOYS! 
(The evening will be recorded for their YouTube channel) 
Donations for Rome Boys "Billboards for Christ" will be 

taken at the door. 
This will be a "THEOLOGY ON TAP" evening, 

so bring your favorite beverage. 

Event theme:  Spiritual Warfare 
(Camo attire welcomed!) 

Vocation Cross/Chalice 

Pray for  Seminarians,  Bishops, Priests, Deacons &            
all religious. also pray for more vocations to the 
priesthood, religious life.     

July 24 
St. Lawrence –Chris Matschek Family 
St. Thomas –  Dennis & Dee Matthiesen 

July 31 
St. Lawrence– Eugene & Marilee Jost 
St. Thomas– Bo Eggemeyer Family 

July Worklist   

Jose & Lilia Mendoza- Ch  David & Belinda 

Weishuhn, Jeremy & Mikela Gully, Duke & Donna 

Goodwin,    Hugo & Ana Almazan, Dylan Jansa, 

Mike & Diane Schwertner, Frank & Nancy Zuniga , 

Jason & Amanda Flores, Pat & Rose Pelzel, Andres 

& Isaura Huerta,  Richard & Dinette Watkins, Norma 

Alvarado, Allan & Kristy Fuchs,  Kevin & Linda Hirt,              

Darrell & Danielle Halfmann 

Happy Birthdays and Anniversaries 

St. Lawrence  

Birthdays: Ellie & Kendall Flores, Kimberly Jost,        
Marilee Jost, Byler Halfmann, Anthony Wheat, Bart Belew,          
Weston Jost, Ernie Schwartz, Mari-Jo Fuchs and Adan Parker 

Anniversaries: Jimmy & Carolyn Strube, Mitchell & Lynette 
Jansa and Jason & Amanda Flores 

St. Thomas  

Birthdays: None 

Anniversaries: None 

St. Lawrence Church Ministries 

Saturday, July 30                         
 Sacristan: Duane Braden  
 Readers: Volunteers           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers 

Sunday, July 31     
 Sacristan: Tommy Hoelscher   
 Readers: Volunteers                                           
 Eucharistic Ministers: Volunteers  

Parish book study -- Monday, July 
24th at 7pm.  We will discuss the 

next 40 pages of  

"The Fifth Mountain." 

See you at St. Lawrence. 

KC News  

The Knights of Columbus will have their monthly meeting 

on Wednesday July 27 at 7:30 pm. 



"And what about the ba-
by?" "It was never born. 
I – and its father – saw 
to that. Then something 
hardened inside me. Oh 
yes, I continued to be a 
nurse – and I worked 
twice as hard only it 
seems a hundred times 
as hard. And I've saved 
my money.  

"What about God?"  

"I dropped Him. After all He didn't take care 
of me so I just stopped doing business with Him."  

"Surely," I protested, "you don't blame God 
for your own sin”.  

"No. At least I don't know. I find I can live 
without Him."  

"You're not really living," I protested.  

She shook her head sadly. "You're a very 
young priest – and a holy one – but you don't know 
what it is to be the murderer of your own child."  

"With the Lord there is mercy. Didn't He save 
the good thief from Hell? Have you forgotten how 
kind He was to the woman seized in sin?"  

Tears and a deep sob preceded her answer. 
"They didn't kill."  

"But they did suffer – as you have suffered -- 
only they turned penitent hearts toward Christ. Aren't 
you sorry too?"  

"Sorry I've messed up my life, yes. Sorry I 
have killed, yes. But I can't face up to God enough to 
say, 'I'm sorry I offended You.' All I want is to forget 
Him!"  

"You know you can't," I urged. "God sent you 

into this room to talk to me."  

A slight semblance of a smile crossed her 
face. "Maybe you're right. Maybe He pushed me into 
this room. Oh, I've been in your room many times 
when you didn't know it. I've committed the sacrilege 
of holding your hand once when I thought you were 
dying. And you've been tearing the heart out of me.  

You've made me feel like a mother and I've 
thought, What if I had been a good woman? What if I 
had had a son who was a saint?"  

"Don't send my blood pressure up by such 
foolish statements, I'm not a saint. But I am a priest 
and I've a power that no saint in Heaven enjoys,"  

"What's that, Father?"  

"I can give you absolution, If you will only 
kneel and tell me you're sorry – as I know you are – 
and the sins you've committed since your last confes-
sion  

"Thirty-five years ago. Father, you couldn't 
take it. It would kill you."  

"Let's let the Man on the Cross," I said, point-
ing to a crucifix, "Bear the burden. I didn't ask you to 
reveal your secret to me. But I’ll die a miserable death 
now if I have to face Christ knowing I left you with 
the burden of your sins."  

"You're asking for a miracle." Some of the 
harsh – ness had gone out of her eyes. "Can you hear 
a confession as sick as you are?"  

"I'm as much of a priest as ever. And, unless 
Christ meant it when He said, 'Whose sins you shall 
forgive they are forgiven them,' my whole life has 
been a lie."  

"Oh no," she interrupted, "you couldn't lie." 
"Christ couldn't," I continued." And He said,  

“Come to Me, all ye who labour and are heavy 
burdened, and I shall refresh you.' "  

"I still need a miracle."  

"What would you consider a miracle?"  

"Oh – if you were to get well – or even sit in a 
wheel chair again. I'd consider that a miracle."  

"You're asking too much. I won't bargain with 
God. But if you see me sitting up again, will you go 
to confession?"  

… To be continued next week 

The Priestly Heart 
The last Chapter in the Life of an Old-Young Priest 

By The Right Reverend Maurice S. Sheehy 



The Journey of Faith begins with your questions. 

What is faith? How does faith grow?  

What do Catholics believe and why is it different from other faith traditions? 

How different is it really? 

Classes for the Christian Initiation of Adults are available for anyone who 
wants to learn more about the Catholic faith. The process begins with an 
“Inquiry” period, when questions lead to exploration. Drop in – no obliga-
tion, no commitment, no pressure – at our Q&A sessions. 

The second phase is the “Catechumenate” period for those who are 
interested in becoming fully Catholic. Classes end in the "Mystagogy" 
period, with a focus on how to identify God’s special calling and pur-
pose for your life. 

When: To Be Announced. 
Where: St. Lawrence Catholic Church 

If you’d like to take this journey of faith, call the RCIA Director: Karla Hoelscher, Ph.: 432-268-3891 

Already Catholic? 

If you love your faith and would like to help mentor someone on their journey, 
please sign up to become a sponsor or join the RCIA Team. 

 

Join the CIA 
(Christian Initiation of Adults) 

 

Look! 
You can make a difference in someone’s faith … 

Be part of the team. 
 

We need: 
Sponsors • Hospitality • Refreshments Crafts and Environment • Catechists 

Help someone find their way  
into the fullness of life in the Catholic Church 

 
Contact RCIA Director 

Karla Hoelscher 

for information about our classes for Christian Initiation of Adults Ph.: 432-268-3891 




